Bible Studies

Daniel (12)

The Interpretation of the Dream

Daniel 7:15-28

Introduction


In our last lesson we learned that Daniel had this dream with visions during the first year of Belshazzar’s reign as co-regent with Nabonidus. Daniel was 68 years old and had faithfully served under King Nebuchadnezzar for many years. He knew something about future world history through the dream that the Lord had given Nebuchadnezzar, as related in chapter 2. That dream featured a great statue. Each part of the statue represented a different world kingdom, beginning with the Babylonian Kingdom under Nebuchadnezzar. As we saw last week Daniel’s dream was similar and also predicted the upcoming world empires, but each was represented by an animal. However, there were new elements and details that had not been revealed in the King’s dream.

Read Dan. 7:15-22

I. Earthly kingdoms versus the heavenly kingdom

A. Daniel says that he was troubled and disturbed over the visions that he had seen. There didn’t seem to be any question in his mind that they came from God, but he needed to know the interpretation from God. Even though he himself was an interpreter of dreams, he felt that he needed some help in understanding this one. Dan. 1:17; 2:25 He approached one of the angels standing there and asked him the true meaning. He had seen millions of angels attending the throne of the “Ancient of Days”. Probably this was one of them. Maybe it was the angel Gabriel who interpreted his next vision. Dan. 8:16 The angel summarized the primary theme of the complex dream in two sentences. First, he explained that the 4 great beasts represented 4 kingdoms that will arise from the earth. All of human history is summarized in this. And the last kingdom, though divided between iron legs and iron and clay feet, stretches over 2000 years or more. It’s interesting that he describes these kingdoms as arising from the earth – therefore earthly and passing.

B. The angel went on to say, “BUT the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever – yes, for ever and ever.” Who finally comes out on top? After all the earthly kingdoms have come and gone, the most unlikely candidates will accede to the positions of splendor and power – the saints! In this passage, Daniel uses the same or similar phrase 7 times: “the saints”, “the saints of the Most High” or “the people of the Most High”. Some have interpreted the meaning of “saints” to refer only to the Jews. I believe that it refers to all who are Abraham’s seed – people of faith. Rom. 4:16 
C. We have many promises that those of us who belong to Christ will also reign with Him. II Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:6 The Most High chooses to give the kingdom to His little foolish children, who are now saints, as an everlasting possession. Just to be sure that the contrast is clear between earthly kingdoms and God’s kingdom, the angel reiterates, “Yes, for ever and ever!” Let’s think about the contrasts: The great kingdoms are earthly & worldly – our kingdom is heavenly. Kingdoms of the world are represented by 4 ferocious beasts that eat up all their opponents – God’s kingdom is composed of millions of “little children” who receive the kingdom as an inheritance. The earthly kingdoms are all passing and short-lived – God’s kingdom will remain forever.

II. The little horn

A. The first part of the dream was not hard for Daniel to understand because it was very similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. But the second part of the dream was harder for him to interpret because it had some new and different elements in it. Daniel wanted to know more about the 4th beast that was different from the other 3. It was more terrifying with its iron teeth and bronze claws. It crushed and devoured and trampled without regard for those who were being crushed and trampled. He was especially interested in the 10 horns and the other little horn that somehow looked more powerful than the others. It was the one that had eyes and a mouth speaking boastfully. From this point on to the end of the prophecy, Daniel concerned himself with the person and work of the individual represented by this little horn. 

B. Several facts about the little horn had already been revealed to Daniel in verse 8. (1) It came after the 10 horns were in existence but then was among them. (2) It uprooted 3 of the 10 horns. (3) It was intelligent – had the eyes of a man. (4) It was arrogant and boastful. Now 3 additional facts are given. (5) He will persecute the saints of the Most High. Obviously, the horn represents a person. In 7:24 he is said to be a king. (6) Daniel said that as he watched he saw this little horn waging war against the saints and defeating them. I believe that this little horn - the Anti-Christ - will “wage war” against both Christians and Jews. He will turn on everyone belonging to God with the intention of either bringing us into submission to him or annihilating us. Rev. 14:12 (7) But he will be judged by God. The court will decide between this great earthly power and the powerless “children” he is destroying. The “Ancient of Days” – God Almighty – will pronounce judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High – His children. Then they will possess the kingdom, and he will suffer terrible condemnation. Rev. 19:20
Read Dan. 7:23-25

III. The fourth beast

A. Since Daniel had asked the angel for further explanation, he went on to explain that the 4th beast in his dream represented a kingdom that would be different than the others. In what way would it be different? “It will devour the whole earth!” It would spread beyond the limits of the other 3 kingdoms and “eat up” the whole world. It seems obvious that this refers to the Roman Empire which took in more territory than the Babylonian, Medo-Persian and Grecian Empires. But Rome only ruled over the countries around the Mediterranean Sea, not the whole world! Many countries, like the US, did not exist as countries at that time, but were only undiscovered land. So it seems that this terrible 4th beast is a kind of continuation or revival of the old Roman Empire. Today many are secretly working toward a great world empire which will include all nations, control all nations and be under a worldwide dictator.

B. The angel went on to explain the meaning of the 10 horns. He said that they are 10 kings who will come from this kingdom. It will be a united kingdom of 10 leaders or nations. Rev. 17:12 Then one king will arise who is stronger than the 10, and he will subdue or do away with 3 of the 10. Maybe the 3 will oppose him and he will win over them and take them from power. As we have seen, this “little horn” represents the Beast in Revelation - the Anti-Christ and “man of lawlessness” from II Thess. 2:3-4. 

C. What will this Anti-Christ do besides heading up the great world empire? 1.) He will speak against the Most High, making outspoken opposition to the Lord. 2.) Because he is against God he will be against God’s saints and oppress them. 3.) He will try to change the set times and the laws, reorganizing everything to suit himself and to show his power. He will be a law unto himself as we have seen in II Thessalonians. 4.) The saints will be handed over to him for 3 ½ years. This probably refers especially to the persecution of the Jews during the second half of the Tribulation. Rev. 13:7 At first the Anti-Christ will appear to be a friend and supporter of the Jews, but in the middle of the Tribulation he will turn on them. However, it could also refer to the persecution of Christians since Jesus prophesied that in Matt. 24:9.

Read Dan. 7:26-28

IV. The court will sit

A. God will “hand over” His saints to be tested and persecuted for a short time, but that’s only temporary. Will His children be willing to be faithful to Him even through this time of testing? One thing we can be sure of: when the time is right God’s court will sit! The power of the Anti-Christ will be taken away from him and destroyed forever. And he will be thrown into the lake of fire. Rev. 19:20 Then finally the sovereignty, power and greatest of the kingdoms under the whole heaven – all the great nations of the world – will be handed over to the saints. Who are these saints? They are the “people of the Most High”. Having lost everything during the reign of the Anti-Christ, maybe even their lives, the persecuted children of God will receive the right to rule – sovereignty! They will be given power and greatness. Why? Because they didn’t love their lives more than they loved Christ!

B. Does this mean that God’s children will become power-hungry like the Anti-Christ was? No! We will reign because we know who the real King is, and we put Him first in our lives. We will reign with Him, not without Him! II Tim. 2:12 It is His kingdom of which we are a part. v. 27b It is His kingdom which is an everlasting kingdom, unlike the passing kingdom of the Anti-Christ. All rulers who are still alive will have to worship and obey Christ, the King of kings. Finally, this messed-up world will get straightened out and Christ will reign here for 1000 years while Satan is bound. After that Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire to be tormented forever and ever. Rev. 20:10 This whole dream and interpretation was hard for Daniel to watch and think about. He turned pale and was deeply troubled. I can see why. It was all very real to him as he saw worldwide terror and suffering greater than anything he had ever seen or heard about. He kept it all to himself until sometime later when the Lord showed him that he should write it in this book – for us to read!

Conclusion

We are in that number of “the saints of the Most High” if we have committed our lives to Him and are walking with Him. Imagine that in God’s eyes we are greater than the greatest conqueror! We will receive the kingdom! It is our inheritance because we are the sons of the Living God! I Peter 1:3-4 It will be our possession in Christ forever and ever. If we can only grasp this truth in our hearts it will make our problems and suffering now seem much less important. Rom. 8:17-18 Let us fix our minds and hearts on things above, not on things on this earth. Col. 3:1-4 “It will be worth it all when we see Jesus. Life’s trials will seem so small when we see Christ. One glimpse of His dear face all sorrows will erase. So let us run the race, till we see Christ.” If we are faithful to the end, we will wear a crown and reign with Him. Rev. 2:10
